of peace and democracy, in the van of which stands the
U.S.S.R.* is growing stronger and stronger and becoming
a great and invincible force. (Prolonged applause.)

Our country is on a new upgrade. It is to be observed
in the economic achievements, in the scope and character
of cultural endeavour, in the moral and political unity of
the Soviet people, which has risen to a new and higher
level The strength of the Soviet people grows from year
to year. The international prestige of the U.S.S.R. and its
influence in world affairs become ever stronger, confirming
the correctness of the policy of our Party. And, accordingly,
the Stalin foreign policy is imbued with unwavering consist-
ency and calm confidence in the morrow.
We owe our achievements to the Bolshevik Party> to
the guidance of Lenin and Stalin. (Stormy, prolonged ap-
plause.)
In the summer of 1917, in the days of military defeats
and economic dislocation-, when, our opponents declared
that there was no political party in Russia that would
consent to take the entire political power into its hands,
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin at once retorted that there was such
a party, that ". . . our Party does not refuse it; it is prepared
at any minute to take over the entire power." In that
very year the Bolshevik Party, which then numbered only
240, 000 members, headed the October Socialist Revolution
and led our country to the triumph of people's rule, Soviet
rule. (Stormy, prolonged applause.)
Then the Bolshevik Party brought the country out of
the imperialist war, turned over the landed estates to the
peasants, and put down the attempts at resistance of the
capitalists and landlords. Then, too, we defeated the forces
of foreign intervention, which had formed a puppet "al-
nffi?